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Istook Initiative Protects OK Kids from Online Predators 
Web Wide Kids program has aided over one million children 

 

Washington, DC - The Web Wide Kids program championed by Rep. Ernest Istook (R-Warr Acres) 
since 2002 has now helped protect over one million children nationwide, including more than 88,000 in 
Oklahoma.  

The program teaches children, through a game format, how to avoid Internet predators who lurk online 
seeking to meet children they can later abuse.   Web Wise Kids reports that over 300 (GET EXACT 
NUMBER) Oklahoma schools and agencies are using the program, part of XXXX nationwide.  Working 
at first through the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, Istook obtained funding to 
distribute the program in 2002, 200X and 200X.    

"The internet is a great source to boost learning, but can also be risky to children, " said Rep 
Istook.  "Children have to be trained to avoid strangers there, just as in many other situations." 

"Countless media and law enforcement reports have demonstrated just how prevalent and 
aggressive these predators are.  This program protects kids by making them aware of the risks and 
of how to avoid them."  

"Many, many t housands of children in Oklahoma and across America are safer because of Rep. 
Istook's leadership.  Over one million children and counting have received our safety trainings in 
49 states," said xxxxx.  "Congressman Istook saw that kids all across our country were in danger 
and took steps to stop it and for that we are immensely grateful." 

Congressman Istook is also the author of the only Supreme Court-approved legislation to protect 
children on the Internet.   All other bills passed by Congress were thrown out by the courts.  His 
measure, passed in XXXX, requires use of Internet filtering on taxpayer-funded computers used by 
children, to protect them from pornography.  

For more information about World Wide Kids go to their website at www.wiredwithwisdom.org. 
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